ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremost I thank God for his showers of blessings throughout my research.

I Deepondita Tamuli would like to express my deep and sincere gratitude to m)
research supervisor, Dr. Thagiram Gogoi, sir for giving me the wonderful opportunity to
conduct this research and for providing me with immense and invaluable guidancc
throughout this research. | would really like to thank prof. Nani Gopal Mahanta sir, |
can’t descried the help provided by sir. The main reason for the completion of my work
can be dedicated to sir. Thank you sir for directing me in the most crucial stages of m)
Ph.D. 1 am also thankful Dr. Sandeep Gupta sir for his guidance for a brief period. It was
a great privilege and honour to study and work under his mentorship. I would also like to
take this opportunity to thank all the faculty members of the Department of sociology
University of Science and Technology, Meghalaya.

I would also like to express how extremely grateful I am to my parents Mr.
Lakhayadhar Tamuli and my mother Mrs Bonti Tamuli and my brother Debajit Tamuli
and also and my aunty Binita Baruah and Uncle-in-law Moni Baruah for their love and
continuous support in all way possible to complete this research work.

My special thanks goes to Dr. B.L.M for their keen interest shown to complete this
thesis successfully.

| also appreciate and thanks my friends Ashu, Bul and Anjali for their immensc
support and for having patience to join me during my field studies.

I would also like to thank Dr. Chandan k Sharma sir of Tezpur University and Dr.
Mallick sir of IIT Guwahati for their valuable guidance in completing my research study.

Also 1 will forever be grateful to all the respondents for their overwhelming
response and the interest shown by them while sharing their family issues and lifc
experiences without any hesitation to make this research work a success. _

Place: Ri-Bhoi District, Meghalaya Deepondita Tamuli

Date.. §41 — 0% - 2021 Research scholar, USTM

\4!



